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Explorations into the Anthropology of Policy

With the point of departure in a study of Danish urliversitr reform and shifting conditions for student
participation, this paper explores di nt anthropolegical approaches to the study of policy processes, It
takes a critical stance towards bwo seemingly op) , but nevertheless intimately connected approaches
which are often deployed in anthropologies of policy. The first is the Foucauldian gwemrnental:jl:%
approach which — despite claims to the contrary- tends to view policy as a more or less straightforward
execution of political programmes. The second one is the ethmographic insistence on “appropriation’,
which in its critique of "implementation’ studies attemnpts to assign agency and creativity to the people
towards whom a policy is directed. This entails sensitivity towards emic perspectives and recognition that
actors can influence their own drcumstances. While sympathising with tﬁiE latter ambition, I argue that
thie notion of appropriation implicitly presents peolicy as a "thing” someone to re-act to and thereby
tacily presupposes a pre-given character of political programmes. As an alternative to these two
approaches, ti:e paper explores an approach it calls “figuration work” and argues that anthropological
analysis of Durncr:vel:ing figuration processes may work to open up spaces for alternative visions ;ghnth
subjectivity and of policy-making.
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